On the Margin of Moscow
It is characteristic of the Russians that the railroad should
have been built in this way 5 and it is also characteristic of them
that people who travel on it frequently should neither know nor
wonder about it.             ___________
I had expected Moscow to be old and musty, but it is modern
and energetic* The people are better dressed and more prosper-
ous-appearing, in general, than the people in Leningrad. The
main business section, the "Center," is much like an American
city. They have set out to rearrange the whole place, and already
there are only little patches of the original Moscow of the
Muscovite Tsars embedded in drab streets and crowded traffic:
the jewel-box of the Kremlin with its needle-pointed gleaming
gilt spires (which, since the Kirov shooting, visitors are not
allowed to see) j the shabby domes of St. Basil's in their big
ugly bulbous mushroom-clump. St. Basil's, inside, is a labyrinth,
lined with faded saints and angels which the authorities have
done nothing to freshen, and plastered with aggressively glar-
ing texts from Marx and Engels and Lenin which declare that
religion is a fraud. Outside, the millions of stubby little people
who have been flocking into the metropolis but who are not
used to getting around in a city, are plunging about and bump-
ing into one another. Moscow seems even to a New Yorker a
terribly exhausting place. The tram-cars are usually crowded,
and the people hang on to the outside and fall off and get under
the cars and have their legs and arms run over. And though
the pace of Russian life is in general so much slower and less
effortful than ours, their new mechanical means of locomotion
seem sometimes to go to their heads. They rip around the
streets in their Russian-made cars tooting wild defiant horns,
like galloping Cossacks $ and the escalators in their new little
subway rush the passengers up and down at a speed unknown
in any American city. Women and children scream: a first ride
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